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Hate Crime Victimization in America
Introduction 
The word victim can be used to refer to a number of people who are affected by negative actions of others which are not related to any personal responsibility of their own although many of the crimes that are committed are not merely a robbery but are committed against someone or a group of individuals that are different from their attackers the differences such as skin color and religion. The attackers are not targeting them for their wealth but their peace of mind and different beliefs. These types of acts are called hate crimes. Hate crimes have plagued many minorities and religious groups for many decades, and although they are not nationally noted often when they are given exposure, it can rip a community apart or shake the community to their core exposing their values and view of humanity. Hate crime is a serious issue that exists among our society, every day through social media or news we hear about this issue toward black Americans, Gays or Muslims or on daily bases, we witness different things can indirectly have a negative effect and lead to a severe problem in society. 
This paper will examine the nature of hate crime in America and explore the reasons where does hate crime comes from and why hate crime will most likely continue to exist in our society and will analyze how families and US government have an indirect effect on those crimes and what are some impact of hate crime will be.
People victimized by violent hate crimes are more likely to experience psychological distress than victims of other violent crimes. According to Luiz Romer, a new data released on Tuesday (Nov. 13) shows the number of hate crimes in the US has increased for the third consecutive year. The FBI received reports of 7,175 incidents fueled by prejudice based on race, sexual orientation, religion, gender identity, and disability in 2017. That’s an increase of 17% from 2016. As shown in the chart, the number of reported the US hate crimes peaked after 9/11 and had been falling since then—until it started to rise again in recent years. Compared to the record low of 5,479 reported in 2014, the number of hate crime incidents has increased by 31% (Badgett, 2007). As police are not controlling the author mentioned in his report hate crime, yet the crime rate   has been increased during these past years and Victims were also targeted due to their religion, sexual orientation, disabilities, and gender identity, with a notable jump in reports of attacks against people with mental disabilities
Forms of Hate Crimes
There are several forms of hate crimes, which include; Racial discrimination, sexual orientation, political and religious prejudice (Romero, 2013). Racial discrimination happens when there is directing of anger and hatred towards an individual, a group of people or even on the entire race unreasonably because of where they come from. Racism is an ancient behavior, and it also tends to be territorial in nature. Racism is sometimes inherent and can be passed down from one generation to another. Approximately half of the crimes that are being reported are ethically motivated hatred. The organizations that supported hate crimes in the early centuries still exist up to date. For example, the White Aryan Resistance still exists in the U.S. Hate crimes can also be based on political or religious beliefs (Romero, 2013). Terrorist attacks are one of the significant crimes based on hate that are based on either religion or political believes of the people. The Muslims and the descendants of the Middle East were the targets of the bomb attacks that occurred in London in the years 2001 and 2005. A lot of Muslims and people from the Middle East were killed due to their religious beliefs. Discrimination due to sexual orientation is also a common form of hate crime whereby people are discriminated because they are homosexual or bisexual (Noelle, 2013). Even though the United States Supreme Court licensed and recognized same-sex marriages as valid in 2015, homophobia is still a significant threat, and this type of prejudice is often inherent and passed down through generations (Noelle, 2013). Victims of sexual discrimination sometimes are not free to express their feelings because they fear facing discrimination and being criticized by the community. Many people in gay relationships tend to hide their sexual orientation. 
Who Commits Hate Crimes
According to research, the people who commit hate crimes are not mentally ill, but they are very aggressive people with antisocial behavior (Romero, 2013). They are always troubled and can be problematic; hence they can be the most likely source of violence in the future. They usually plan and commit these hate crimes deliberately. Strong family and childhood histories of violence and abuse of these offenders can also lead to them using violence or abuse to solve their problems. People with a history of committing hate crimes start with small incidents and end up committing bigger serious crimes.  These offenders are driven into committing these crimes by anger, fear and ignorance. Some individuals especially the teenagers commit hate crime for fun and excitement. They intimidate and bully others based on sexual orientation, how they look, gender or their religious beliefs. Individuals with painful past experiences and have not had the opportunity to heal from those experiences are usually hostile, and they tend to direct their hostility towards the people in the society. The painful past experiences might have been from society, and they turn to resentment as a way of getting back at the community for what they put them through. 





Reasons for Hate Crimes
Hate crimes exist and will continue to exist because of various reasons. The main reason being; there are so many hate crimes that go unreported. This is because the victims who report these crimes turn out to be the targets of hate crimes and they face violence as well as criticism from society. The fear of retaliation from the community makes the victims hesitate to report hate crimes.  In the United States, approximately 250,000 people are targets of hate crimes. Their reports are sometimes termed to be falsely leading to the insane spiking in the number of hate crimes. The perpetrators are committing these crimes because they know that no legal action can be taken against them. Due to the complexity surrounding the crime’s motivation, the police officers are rarely equipped to identify and correctly categorize an incident as a hate crime and some police officers tend to be ignorant. The victims at the end accept these discrimination incidents as usual. There is also mistrust with the law enforcers since the police may have historically victimized the communities that are often targeted in hate crimes. The victims have the fear that the police will not believe them. Fake hate crimes are a reality. The victims may sometimes report these crimes, and no legal action is taken against these offenders. The perpetrators get away with it. No justice is served to these victims. 
Effects of hate crimes
Hate crimes have negative impacts on the victims, and these effects may be short term or long term based on the type of discrimination these victims face. Victims of violent hate crimes are more likely to experience psychological distress, and the victim may not be able to do their work effectively and efficiently leading them to lose their jobs. These victims face post-traumatic stress, depression, anxiety, and anger. They tend to be unstable and can make rational decisions. Hate crime makes them feel unsafe and unwanted in society, and they end up isolating themselves. Further discrimination can lead to low self-esteem and have a deep sense of insecurity, and these effects may last longer than for random crimes. An individual may develop a negative attitude towards the entire race if one person from that race discriminates them.
Reducing Hate Crimes
To every problem, there is always a solution. The society and the government can join hands and move past this violence culture of hate crimes and to do this; people need to evaluate the economic, racial and psychological reasons behind these crimes. Once these reasons are known and understood, it will be easier to fight hate crimes. Various methods can be used to combat hate crime. The first method is for law enforcement agencies to educate the public on ways to fight hate crime. This may include educating the people on what hate crimes are and the signs to look out for since the perpetrators are good at hiding hate crimes. The public can also be trained on anti-bias and effective conflict resolution methods that include the right procedures to be followed when identifying and reporting racial discrimination incidents, religious and sexual harassment and the effective strategies of preventing such crimes from occurring again. Local authorities should teach the people in the society on how to prevent and intervene in case of a hate crime. Prejudices are behaviors and habits that can be controlled and prevented and thus the public needs to be enlightened on how to respond to various forms of hate crimes. The public should also be educated on how to use multiple systems to report crimes and these systems should be readily available to the public and made easier to use. Appropriate corrective measures should be put in place for those who will violate the hate prevention policies. The people should stand up to hate crimes without fear of facing criticism or retaliation. There are Associations, Community groups and even Non-Governmental Organizations that are working towards bringing change in the society. The Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender (LGBT) project and the Gay Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD)  are one of the organizations that fight against discrimination. These organizations make use of public education, the court as well as the legislature to pass public opinions on the rights of LGBT people (Noelle, 2013). They are working on eradicating homophobia and discrimination due to one's sexual orientation. Other Organizations include the Anti-Violence project that is based in New York, and it is working towards ending hate violence and sexual assault towards people living with HIV as well as the LGBT people. The Campaign Against Racism and (CARF) is also another organization that is run by a group of individuals from all over the world who share the same goal of fighting hate crimes and racism (Krieger, 2011). Human Rights First protects people who have been victims of discrimination and crimes against humanity, refugees who are fleeing persecution as well as other groups of people whose human rights have been violated. The organization aims at bringing fairness among all the people regardless of their sexual orientation, religious or political beliefs. 
Laws Against Hate Crimes
The many States and Federal laws are against hate crimes and hence have laws which protect people from a particular group and also safeguard the institutional target. The laws that protect institutions prohibit institutional vandalism such as damaging a mosque or a church whereas those protecting people from a specified group forbid the use of threats or violence against individuals because of their membership of a protected class.  Some laws also add penalties when crimes have been prosecuted as an assault. Defendants who have committed the crime due to biases receive enhanced sentences. 
The Federal hate crime are five laws. They include; a conspiracy against rights, damage of religious property, violent interference with federally protected rights and the Mathew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. hate crimes prevention ("Hate Crime Laws", 2019). Conspiracy against rights is a statute that prohibits two or more individuals from conspiring to threaten, injure or intimidate a person from any rights secured to him by the constitution. Damage to religious property is a statute that makes it unlawful to intentionally damage or destroy any religious property due to the religious nature of that particular property. The law also prohibits the intentional obstruction either by force or coercion in the enjoyment of their religion. Unlawful interference with rights that are protected federally is also a law that prohibits the use of force to intentionally interfere with any person's race, color, religion or national origin because the person is taking part in a federally protected activity. Unlawful interference with Rights to fair housing is a statute that makes it unlawful to use force to interfere with the housing rights because of sex, disability, national origin, color or race. The Mathew Shepard and James Byrd is the first statute that allows federal criminal prosecution of hate crimes motivated by sexual orientation or gender identity ("Hate Crime Laws", 2019).
Discussion and Recommendation
Hate crime has been an issue that needs to be addressed before it gets any further because statistics show that hate crimes are increasing at a tremendous rate. The government together with the public should pull their resources to ensure that this massive problem is dealt with. Hate crimes have serious adverse effects on the victims, and some of these effects turn out to long term. People need to stand up to hate crimes and not to be tolerated. The perpetrators should face legal action, and law enforcement agencies need to emphasize to the public on the importance of equality regardless of one's race, religion or sexual orientation. People with family histories of violence and abuse as well as those with histories of violence should be guided and canceled so as to reduce the chances of them ever being perpetrators or victims of hate crimes. Discrimination is an ancient behavior that should be tamed appropriately. Homosexuals and bisexuals should be accepted in the society for the greater peace (Herek, 2009). Their sexual orientation should be respected just like any other.
Conclusion
According to this paper, it is clear that hate crime is a major problem facing the society today. Hate crimes due to race, religion and sexual orientation are some of the major forms of discrimination in the community. Discrimination due to race, religion, color, disability or sexual orientation is continuously increasing over the years. The victims of hate crime face violence and criticism from society. They are afraid to speak up and be heard because of fear.  This can lead to the development of depression and psychological stress. Some victims may also develop suicidal thoughts because they feel unwanted in the society and think the world is too harsh and unfair. Various organizations and community groups are on the rise and are committed to bringing change in the society these organizations are working toward reducing hate crimes, provide support to the victims of crime hate as well as protect these victims.  Discrimination due to sexual orientation is the leading form of discrimination. There are also laws against discrimination, and necessary measures are out in place to ensure discrimination is reduced. According to this research, the people who commit hate crimes are not psychopaths or mentally ill. They are often aggressive and angry but are mentally and physically fit. A significant number of those who commit these crimes have a strong family history of abuse and violence. 
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